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Western Women’s Basketball hosted two
teams during Thanksgiving weekend, only
to fall to both, Texas A&M International and
South Minnesota State University.
Both teams challenged the Wolves, making
for an edge-of-the-seat game each day.
Full bellies and families sent the Wolves
ready and amped for their game against the
Dust Devils — a non-conference game.
Wolves fell behind shortly after the whistle
blew to start the matchup, with the Dust
Devils scoring consecutive three-pointers.
The Wolves didn’t take kindly to this,
coming back with multiple unanswered points
from the Dust Devils, to put Western ahead —
but not for long.
Throughout the second quarter, the Dust
Devils dominated over the Wolves, scoring
17 points in a row with no response from the
Wolves, making for a hard lead to catch up to.
Fourth quarter, the Wolves turned it on —
catching up and making their score only seven
points behind the Dust Devils’ 49 points.
Wolves’ defense put up the blocks and held
the team on their backs. Unfortunately, the
Wolves’ offense could not find a way to score
and break the 50-point mark.
Dust Devils held the rest of the game,
scored a few more times and left with a W on
their horns, 51-42.
SMSU Mustangs came equipped with their
A-game to battle it out against the Wolves.
For the first two quarters, the Wolves and
Mustangs were neck and neck, each winning
one quarter — with the Wolves taking a threepoint lead into the second half.
The Wolves’ defense and offense showed
fire and spark coming off the bench into the
second half, fit for whatever the Mustangs
were about to bring.
Scoring and gameplay seemed to be in
favor of the Wolves’ hands during the third
quarter, with one point after another — which
created for a solid lead. Cali McClave, a first-

Turkeys weren’t the only ones
getting roasted this weekend
Women’s basketball lose both games during
Thanksgiving weekend
Hannah Greene | Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu
Photo by Hannah Greene

Rachel Rogers, a sophomore guard, making moves to beat Mustang opponent during Wolves last home
game.

year guard for the Wolves, hit a wide open
three pointer to take the Wolves’ lead even
higher by 10 points.
The Mustangs began to catch up until
McClave drained another three-pointer with
only 30 seconds left on the clock. Western
lead 50-47, coming into the final quarter of
the match.
Fourth quarter showed for a loud battle,
multiple fouls and a final score leaving the
Wolves empty handed. Mustangs took the
win, 70-62, with an eight-point lead.

Though the Wolves attack game was fierce,
it was not dicey enough to beat the Mustangs’
defense — a tough final pre-conference game
to send the Wolves into GNAC, ravenous.
Dec. 5 marks the start of the Wolves GNAC
conference games, where the Wolves will
travel to the University of Alaska Fairbanks
to matchup against the Nanooks.
The Wolves face Corban University for
their next home game, a non-conference
game, on Dec. 16 at 6 p.m.

Club Sports signing off

With the end of term comes the end of fall sports
Hannah Greene | Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu

The trees no longer have leaves, the ground
has been covered by drops of rain and specks
of snow — the time for fall Club Sports has
come to a close. Quite the season the Wolves
had, with titles battled for, championships
that were held at home, new faces that joined
the teams and outcomes that were never
expected.
Men’s Rugby entered fall with a lot of
seniors gone, first-years and transfers and
the team having to step up to fill any gaps
— this didn’t seem to have fazed the team,
with everyone working cohesively to find
a way to win. The team showed for many
exciting games for the spectators and proved
themselves to be a tight-knit squad. Their
overall record was 5-1, losing their final
game during the Championship match against
Oregon Institute of Technology. Though

Men’s Rugby wasn’t able to bring home the
Championship, they did not disappoint.
Women’s Club Soccer came into this season
with high expectations and a large target on
their backs — being the 2018 Small School
Division Champions. The season began with
the hardest team in their league, University of
Oregon - Gold, a fresh team with a solid mix
of returners and new additions. Throughout
their season, they were unable to find a way
to bring home wins, with consecutive ties that
finished each match. Before their season was
complete, they headed down to Texas where
they played in the National Intramural and
Recreational Sports Association tournament
— where they played against schools five
times larger than them.
Men’s Club Soccer had a filling season
— starting off on the wrong foot, but
@thewesternhowl

finished strong on the right, to bring home a
championship from the Cascade Collegiate
Soccer League 2nd Division, or CCSL. The
team continued to stay positive all season
long, which in turn helped them finish on
a high note. Men’s Club Soccer held their
defense tight and organized, while their
offense took advantage of multiple plays to
finish the ball in their opponents net.
Yes, these teams’ seasons are done, but
they will have more games come winter.
Along with them: Women’s Rugby, Men’s
Basketball, Men’s Lacrosse and Rock
Climbing. The Dance Team will also be
performing at the Varsity Men’s Basketball
home games.
Stay tuned come this winter for the Club
Sports schedule.
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De-stressing
while

3

test prepping

Here’s some ways to relax while studying to avoid burnout during finals week
Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu

Finals are fast approaching, and with
finals usually comes stress for most
students. For many classes, the final
project or exam can be a deciding factor
for grades, so here’s some helpful tips
to keep the stress down during prep and
finals week.
- Try drinking a warm beverage of
some sort — such as tea, hot chocolate,
cider or coffee — if an energy boost is
needed, especially. For some, a warm
beverage can really relax both the body
and mind, and could be largely helpful
during study breaks.
- Continuing from the previous point,
be sure to take breaks while studying.
While it’s nice to finish homework all
at once in the span of four hours, study
breaks should be taken every hour or
so. Smaller breaks — 10 to 15 minutes
— should be taken every hour, or about
a 30 minute break every two hours. It

gives the mind a chance to rest without
overloading it with information.
- Take naps during the day to fully rest
the mind as well as the body. After a nap,
students can be left feeling refreshed and
ready to take on more studying.
- Additionally, yoga and meditation
are the perfect chance for relaxation;
yoga is a good way to get in some
exercise as well. Even just taking the
time to take some deep breaths can help
someone calm down and ease the stress
they could be feeling.
- Try going for a walk — or jog or
run, whichever works best for each
individual person. By getting outside,
it can help clear a student’s head if
studying becomes overwhelming. The
fresh air can feel nice and revitalizing
during a study break.
- If baking is relaxing, try baking
brownies; the prepping process can
busy the mind so it isn’t focused on

schoolwork for a short amount of time,
and a sweet treat will be waiting after
all the studying is done. Try adding in
something to make the brownies special
as well, such as chunks of peppermint.
- If frustrations need to be taken out
physically, go to the dollar store and buy
some cheap plates. Cover a wall with a
tarp and chuck them at the wall and floor.
The tarp will make for an easy cleanup,
and the shards from the destroyed plates
can be used for an art project, like a
mosaic.
- Take a hot bath with bubbles, a
bath bomb or bath salts — or all three if
desired. A hot shower or a foot soak with
epsom salts both work as alternatives.
- Take a moment to write something;
venting stresses from the past days,
weeks or months by writing them down
can help relax those tense shoulders.
If jotting down stressful happenings
doesn’t help, try writing a short story or

Photo by Rylie Horrall

designing a character.
- Blast loud music and sing to distract
the mind from all the chaos swirling
around. Do it in the house, or take a
drive with the windows down and stereo
turned all the way up.
- Simply watching TV serves as a
good break from schoolwork. Find a
TV show on some streaming service —
Netflix, Hulu, Disney+, etc. — and just
let autoplay do the rest.
- Find a Humane Society that’s
nearby or within driving distance and pet
dogs. The pets will have a fun time and
the body won’t feel so tense.
- Finally, going in hand with study
breaks, find time to partake in hobbies
— like painting, reading, drawing,
knitting or baking. Students may lessen
their stress levels by setting time aside
for themselves instead of constantly
worrying about exams and finals.

Try breaking up all of your assignments instead of tackling them all at once.

@thewesternhowl
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generosity

Western’s Toy Drive is in effect until Dec. 9
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow
News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu

Following a record-breaking year in
donations, the annual WOU Toy Drive
is once again setting up collection boxes
for the holiday season.
The campus drive has been operating
for the past seven years, and developed
“organically” after a foster student
named Matthew Burley asked why there
wasn’t a holiday program for fostercare and underprivileged students, said
Jackson Stalley, a library technician
at Western and coordinator for the toy

For the toy drive one I guess? Various volunteers for the 2018 Toy Drive stand in front of their
haul before donating it to varous organizations.

drive.
After finding campus partners, the
drive has “become a part of WOU’s
holiday culture,” said Stalley, “it became
so popular and successful because of the
generosity of our campus … people rely
on us.”
Western’s Toy Drive operates
separately from the Student Veterans
of America’s Toys for Tots, and is the
primary donor of holiday gifts to local
organizations such as the Sable House,

DHS and the Liberty House in Salem
— organizations that provide services
to those in the foster care system and to
families experiencing domestic violence,
as well.
The first year that they delivered the
toys, one of the organizations had about
eight presents prior, Stalley recalled.
Every year, “it’s stunning how happy
(people) are to receive the gifts,” Stalley
said.
This year, Stalley hopes to “keep the

momentum” from the previous year, and
wants to remind students and community
members that they’re “more than just
toys and gifts.” For some, “the idea
that some stranger out there cared was
a reminder to be hopeful,” said Stalley.
Students and faculty wanting to
donate have until Dec. 9 to do so and
can find more information as well as a
wishlist through Stalley’s email sent out
on Nov. 12 or by contacting him directly
at stalleyj@wou.edu.

The conversation about accessibility continues
Accessible Pedestrian Signals are being implemented in Monmouth to increase safety for the
growing DeafBlind community
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu
As the DeafBlind population increases within
Monmouth, discussion about accessibility has
increased, and small changes have been implemented
to promote that accessibility. One such change is the
addition of Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) at the
intersection of Main Street and Highway 99, which
was made possible through the advocating of several
parties, including Jelica Nuccio.
Jelica Nuccio is a DeafBlind individual who moved
to Monmouth a year ago from Seattle, Washington,
bringing her business “Tactile Communications” with
her. Tactile Communications focuses on, “providing
education to individuals that are DeafBlind as far as
active skills and reading in Braille.
“For many people, if they’ve grown up visual, then
when they become DeafBlind, they need to incorporate
tactile signals. So, we do a lot of training…” Nuccio
said, likening the training to learning how to drive a
car.
Training also includes learning how and when to
cross the road safely — now made easier through the
APS system.
Nuccio credited Amy Parker, the coordinator of
the Orientation and Mobility program at Portland
State University, with garnering support from the
City Council and the Department of Transportation to
implement the APS system.
“It became much more complex than originally
anticipated,” Nuccio stated.
Despite this beneficial addition, there are still more
ways to improve accessibility in the community. Nuccio
mentioned adding additional APS systems along Main
Street, more stop signs to increase driver awareness,
bumps on the road serving as tactile markers, English
and Braille combined menus and mats in front of
doorways acting as signifiers as improvements that

Photo by Sage Kiernan-Sherrow

The intersection of I-99 and Main Street waits for the tape to
be taken off of the new APS systems, making it officially ready
for use. launch in February for students.

could be made.
“We’re hoping that with more visibility, that will
create more awareness, and that will create a more
unified front and we can actually start making some
of these significant changes, but they haven’t happened
yet,” said Nuccio.
Despite the need for improvements, Nuccio relayed
feeling welcomed in Monmouth, saying that “there’s a
different kind of patience here … people are just very
welcoming, and they’re immediately talking about
what they can do to change the community and make it
@thewesternhowl

more accessible.”
She said that she moved from Seattle to Monmouth
after visiting Monmouth for work-related purposes
where she was surprised to enter a restaurant and have
a waitress immediately begin communicating with her
in protactile.
“I immediately felt so comfortable and comforted
in knowing that people understood that I communicate
through touch,” Nuccio said.
For students interested in learning about DeafBlind
culture and protactile communication, Nuccio
recommended they take Professor CM Hall’s class in
Winter Term and Nuccio’s own class taught in Spring
Term, which is entirely taught in protactile.
“Protactile is not the same as hearing a language
or seeing a language — there’s no book on it. You
can’t write a book on how something feels or how to
communicate tactilely, so it would be very difficult to
explain even in a video. So, all of the instructions has
to be done in person,” Nuccio said.
For those seeking a creative, immersive experience,
a PT play will be held on Dec. 14.
“In protactile theater everything is communicated
by touch, so you don’t see anything or hear anything
— this is a brand new thing that has just occured in our
community and it’s blossoming,” said Nuccio.
Those interested can RSVP at TcPTPlays@gmail.
com.
To conclude, Nuccio stated, “I’m just as human
as everyone else, I just have different means of
communication. But different, doesn’t mean separate.
We can all communicate with each other.”
For more information on who Jelica Nuccio is and
what she does, visit https://www.tactilecommunications.
org/.
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
Exploring Western’s new major and degree options
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu

This year, many new majors and minors -- as well as degree options -- have been added to Western’s official catalog, and future additional options are underway. Three
additions in particular have opened up new pathways for student success: a master’s in Organizational Leadership, an Applied Baccalaureate in Liberal Sciences and the
new major of English Studies. The following will offer descriptions about each program and detail the benefits related to obtaining a degree through these new options.

M.A. in Organizational Leadership

English Studies Major

As an interdisciplinary program unaffiliated with any one academic department
featuring instructors from a variety of related fields, obtaining a master’s in
Organizational Leadership would benefit “anyone who wants to enhance their
leadership skills and be prepared to effectively lead in any type of setting,” as
stated by psychology professor David Foster. Continuing, he said that the program
“is designed to help people build the behavior, cognitive and social competence
necessary to be an effective leader,” developing qualities sought after by human
resources.
After first developing the organizational leadership minor with fellow professors
Nick Baccus, of communication studies and Paul Disney of business, the three
collaborated to design the master’s degree program which co-adhered with President
Rex Fuller’s plan to “expand WOU’s graduate offerings by developing programs that
would be appealing for people living in Salem,” said Foster. While taking courses
based at the WOU:Salem campus targeted towards working adults, students have
the ability to gain Operational Leadership and Executive Leadership certificates,
furthering their workforce qualifications.
“(Businesses) need programs like ours to help their people develop the
competencies they need to be effective leaders,” said Foster. For more information
about this program, students can follow the link to the graduate program’s page
through Western’s webpage.

Nine years in the making, the English studies major features a core of linguistics,
literature and writing classes and offers students a way to virtually design their own
program, while limiting the amount of credits needed to graduate.
“We saw a pattern … that the average English major was graduating with 211
credits. That’s a lot … we were really creating barriers for our students” stated
Katherine Schmidt, an English professor and the director of the Writing Center at
Western.
The English Studies program is now made of mostly classes counting as upper
division credits and has gotten rid of the two-year language requirement consisting
of 24 credits. The program also boasts a common core curriculum of 41 credits,
allowing for students to take more electives specific to their interests.
“Instead of being a mile wide and an inch deep, we’re encouraging students to go
a mile deep and an inch wide … to do what (they) love and to spend most of (their)
time doing that,” said Schmidt, providing an example of a student writing historical
fiction taking history classes relevant to their craft. Although, of course, students still
have to justify the course’s complementary connection to the program.
In the future, the program is planning on reinstating a publishing class, and
providing a Professional Writing Certificate, which will launch next year. The
Professional Writing Certificate is 20 credits and is targeted towards “people who
already have their degrees,” stated Schmidt.
“Students have shown a desire to specialize in professional writing and we want
to give that opportunity to them,” said Schmidt, citing the full grant-writing class
offered Winter Term as evidence.
Classes for the certificate will be based at WOU:Salem, and is “complementary
to an Organizational Leadership degree,” said Schmidt.

Applied Baccalaureate in Liberal Sciences
Also offered at Western’s Salem campus, the Applied Baccalaureate in Liberal
Sciences degree was created to provide further education to adults who have already
acquired an Associate of Applied Science degree. It’s designed to give working adults
the advantages of a four-year degree without them having to repeat coursework,
letting them build upon their previous education. Students will “complete foundations
courses, dive into the arts, humanities, social and natural sciences, explore interests,
and tie it all together in small seminars with fellow students,” stated a video published
by wouTV titled “WOU:Salem: What’s Next.” The video also describes the program
as essentially an “upside-down degree,” giving students who have already mastered
specific trades the ability to take broader educational classes.

Photo by Sage Kiernan-Sherrow

Tech-tonics

New technological changes at Western
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu
Recently, students have received
multiple emails regarding changes to
Western’s technology including student
access to their portals, Adobe Creative
Cloud and an upgrade to Windows 10
for all campus computers. Many of these
changes have been initiated to reduce
threats to security. Director of University
Computing Solutions, Bill Kernan,
said, “current news talks about election
hacking, corporate attacks, and data
breaches … It’s so easy to fall into the
trap that is being set … Having another
layer of protection that uses something
the hacker can’t access is paramount.”
To increase security, Western is
installing the Duo program, which

will act as a two-step verification
process that works by sending push
notifications to one’s smartphone
asking for authorization. By accepting
the notification, students are able to
access their information; if they are
not the ones attempting to gain access,
they simply have to press “deny.” For
students, Duo launches in February, and
Kernan assures that it “doesn’t require
any additional passwords … the only
information Duo stores is username and
the phone number associated with that
username, so that authentication can
work correctly.”
Similarly, Adobe has changed their
login system “in attempts to protect

Student Media advisor, Patrick Moser, demonstrates the two-step verification system through
the Duo program, which will launch in February for students.

their assets from abuse,” according
to Kernan. Many individuals and
departments across campus rely on
Adobe for their jobs. Now, “users that
use Adobe products will log in with their
username@wou.edu which will redirect
(them) to WOU’s portal,” stated Kernan.
Switching to Windows 10 also
benefits the university from a security
perspective. According to Kernan,
Windows 10 provides enhanced security
through its operating system and access
to improved software and apps, while
also being mobile friendly.
Kernan also said that students have

@thewesternhowl

the ability to learn about additional
security procedures through the
Information Security Training Tool that
automatically notifies students through
portal when there is a new lesson
available. The lessons are three to five
minutes long every two weeks, making
“information easier to attain,” stated
Kernan.
“The training will include topics like
SPAM, phishing, encryption, etc…”
and, “ is totally responsive, so everyone
can view it easily on phones, tablets or
laptops” Kernan concluded.
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[she]

A Story of
Photographs

Guest artist presents a story
narrated in pictures

Never Retallack | Entertainment Editor |
howlentertainment@wou.edu
Guest artist Dongna Cai, an Associate
Professor at the Beijing Forestry
University Art & Design Institute,
received Western professor Daniel
Tankersley’s guidance for her project,
[she] A Story of Photographs, to narrate
a story through photos.
It was a project that took nearly half
a year — from selecting the narrative
content to the actual photography work
and development. There are 36 blackand-white photos that portray the lives of
five female Chinese exchange students,

Paula Booth, an art professor at Western, provided the material and coordinated the site of the exhibition.

who stayed in the United States for one
year. Cai has broken up this narrative
into five stages: arriving, registering,
studying, enjoying and leaving.
Professor Tankersley wrote, “...
sincere images of [she] open a direct
window into the lived experiences
of individual women whose time at
WOU is characterized by a duality
of the remarkable and the mundane.”
He continues to write, “Dongna Cai’s
photographs remind us to be curious
about the people we encounter, to

take risks and venture bravely into
the unknown… and to appreciate the
journey.”
The photos themselves are simple in
nature, but the feelings they give viewers
is that of warmness. Seeing five women
on Western’s campus by the Maaske
Hall, or simply at the library, the bank,
the gym or their apartments, brings the
viewer on a journey with these students.
The five Chinese exchange students
are experiencing something that many
have not had the opportunity or the

Album Review: Coldplay’s

An album that demands peace in a
time of war

“Everyday Life”

Never Retallack | Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu
Photo courtesy of Atlantic Records Press

Coldplay is not going on tour until they can ensure all of their travelling and production will be
eco friendly.

Released on Nov. 22 was the British
rock/pop band Coldplay’s eighth studio
album titled, “Everyday Life.” It is a
double album, with the first half — songs
one through eight — called “Sunrise,”
and the second half — songs nine
through seventeen — titled “Sunset.”
The album starts with the song
“Sunrise,” a melancholic instrumental
song that felt hauntingly sad with the
gentle violin and somber piano — an
interesting way to start the album, but I
think it fits the overall theme.
Coldplay touches on some serious
issues within their album, with heavy
topics that are relevant in today’s
society. One such song is “Trouble in
Town,” which explains how non-white
people are treated in western countries,
touching on the hostility that minorities
can face by plugging in the audio from
Officer Nance in 2013 who was fired for
his racist and aggressive behavior. At this
point in the song the soft instrumentals
reach a fevered pitch that increases the
anxiety of the situation and the chaotic
atmosphere.
Another heavy hitting topic is covered
in their song “Arabesque” which seems
to try and make peace in the wake of
western fear of Islam with the war on
terrorism. They merge together western
musical styles with Middle Eastern

@thewesternhowl

courage to do. It is a unique idea to
present the seemingly mundane activities
that seem so normal to those residing
in the U.S. for years, because they are
simple but foreign to those who are new
to the U.S..
For anyone interested in checking out
the exhibit, it is available for viewing
until Dec. 13 on the third floor of the
Hamersly Library.

rhythms.
Continuing on this trend of
confrontation and addressing the issues
within the world comes the first song
to the second half “Sunset,” a song
titled “Guns,” that criticizes Americans’
obsession and need for guns. Going
deeper into the issue, they sing about
how Americans think gun violence will
be solved with more guns and push the
idea of education and peace instead.
Coldplay doesn’t stop on their
mission for exposing issues, continuing
with their song “Orphans” which tackles
the Syrian Civil War and shows the
story of a girl and her Baba — Arabic
for father — who are refugees and aided
by an archangel. This song pushes the
need to accept and aid refugees who are
struggling to survive, and emphasizing
how they need to be with their family
members to achieve happiness.
The album ends with the song
“Everyday Life” that ties together
the main messages from the band:
love, equality, pain, struggles, legacy,
humanity, hope and other things in
everyday life. The album covers a
diverse span of people from different
cultures and the different challenges
they face, while maintaining the belief
that we are all part of the same family on
this planet.
Overall Rating: I think this album
is a heavy hitter; it is full of slow and
somber instrumentals with songs that
cover real world problems. It is more of
a sit-down-and-reflect album, rather than
a catchy money-making album, focusing
on encouraging change and acceptance.
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THIS WEEK
in completely
made up

HOROSCOPES

ARIES

TAU RU S

LET ME BE FREE

You may feel like a zombie, everything
hanging on by tendrils… but don’t worry
— you’re so so so so sooooooooo close.

CANCER

LEO

Can I go home yet?

This is your call to action. What for? Who
knows… but do something I guess...

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

pippity poppity give me the zoppity

Some advice while the end of the term
nears: try eating honey every other day.

IT’S SAGITTARIUS SEASON. K bye.

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

Are you regretting putting off all of those
assignments until now? Four days before
they’re due? Same.

Hold onto your last brain cell, Aquarius.
You only need it for one more week.

It’s cold af outside but not snowing. How
am I supposed to get away with skipping
class everyday this week without snow?

3/21-4/19

6/21-7/22

9/23-10/22

12/22-1/19

Compiled by The Western Howl Staff
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GEMINI

5/21-6/20

Maybe let your twin take over for finals?
The stars wish you good luck.

VIRGO
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thank you for coming to my Ted Talk
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Why “The Mandalorian” could save Star Wars
“The Mandalorian” ties up loose ends and expands the Star Wars universe
Sean Martinez | Copy Editor | smartinez17@wou.edu
So, I’m a huge “Star Wars” fan —
and yes, I will even defend the infamous
prequel and sequel trilogy — but I can
still empathize with the people who
are bothered by them. And after Rian
Johnson’s “The Last Jedi” essentially
rendered the fanbase divided, it seems as
if most people have hopped off the Star
Wars bandwagon and climbed aboard
the Marvel Cinematic Universe express.
However,
Disney+,
the
new
streaming service for all things Disney,
has just provided “Star Wars” fans
with an original series that just might
restore fans’ faith in the franchise: “The
Mandalorian.”
Rest assured, there will be no major
spoilers for “The Mandalorian.”
The show takes place inbetween
episodes six and seven, and follows
a bounty hunter — the same race as
Boba Fett — as he attempts to retrieve
an incredibly valuable bounty. But he
becomes a wanted man as every bounty
hunter is after the same prize. What’s
interesting about the Mandalorian is that
he has a reputation to fulfill, but he also

has a complicated and complex moral
code.
Now, we’ve only seen the first three
episodes of “The Mandalorian,” but
each episode keeps us pondering over
what will happen next. One of the great
things about this show is that it cleverly
alludes to the main “Star Wars” films,
without overdoing it.
Just one of the many problems I have
with the new trilogy is that it tries too
hard to call back to the originals. When
they force (no pun intended) connections
from the original trilogy into the sequels,
it makes the universe smaller than it can
be. For instance, Rey’s parents don’t
have to be characters we’ve already met.
But in “The Mandalorian,” the
references are subtle and don’t overstay
their welcome. They appear on-screen
for a few seconds before the attention
shifts back to the actual story.
One of the biggest mysteries in the
franchise is actually essential to the
story. It remains a constant plot point
that drives the series. So, not only does
this show allude to previous films, it also

expands the universe.
The other relieving aspect of the
Disney+ series is the absence of “Disneyforced comedy.” It’s very apparent that
the newer films have a significant amount
of jokes and one-liners. It feels very
Disney, if that makes sense. Watching
“The Mandalorian,” however, does not
feel like Disney material; there aren’t a
lot of cheesy jokes throughout the series
— and that’s a good thing. It genuinely
feels like the director, Jon Favreau, takes
the matter seriously.
So if you haven’t yet seen or refused

to watch “The Mandalorian,” I implore
you to give it a chance. The “Star
Wars” franchise can be so much more
than just adding onto the Skywalker
saga; there’s so many other characters
to explore, places to see and stories to
tell. There’s so much of this universe we
haven’t even uncovered yet. This show
can be the turning point in the future
of “Star Wars” media. And hopefully,
the passionate “Star Wars” fans will be
given ‘a new hope’ before they watch
the last installment of the current-day
trilogy, “The Rise of Skywalker.”
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For more information contact John Wilkins at 503-838-8229. or visit wou.edu/treelighting. If you have a disability that may
require some accommodation in order to participate in a WOU activity, please notify the Office of Disability Services at
503-838-8250 or ods@wou.edu at least 72 hours in advance.

New episodes of “The Mandalorian” are released every Friday on Disney+.
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